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The following files were acquired by the 
Government Archives Division during the fis- 
cal year 1989-1990. Only the Election results 
file has been processed. 
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Title: SPIS (Senior Personnel Information Sys- 
tem) position master file, 1981-1986. (6 files) 
SPIS (Senior Personnel Information System) 
employee master file, 1981-1986. (6 files) 
Department/Agency: Treasury Board. 
Description: The Senior Personnel Informa- 
tion System (SPIS) was implemented in 1981 
and discontinued in 1986. It was developed for 
the purpose of providing information to carry 
out staffing and to monitor the Senior Manage- 
ment Category in the areas of classification, 
appointments, compensation and perfor- 
mance appraisal. The population covered 
federal government positions and employees 
in the Senior Management Category (EX and 
SM) and equivalent pay levels for whom the 
Treasury Board was classed as the employer 
under the Public Service Staff Relations Act. The 
SPIS computer files are comprised of incum- 
bent and position information. The records 
were established from four existing central 
agency systems and an input form: (1) Incum- 
bent System (INC); (2) Official Languages Sys- 
tem (OLIS); (3) Appointment Information 
Management System (AIMS); (4) Management 
Resources Information System (MRIS)1; and 
form TB 330-167. The SPIS files contain basic 
incumbent and linguistic information (age, 
sex, salary, mother tongue and geographic 
location), plus event oriented information on 
appointments, hirings, separations, transfers, 
promotions, demotions, salary revisions, 
bonus awards and performance evaluations. 


Title: Election results, 1988. 
Department/Agency: Elections Canada. 
Description: Detailed poll information. 
Voting records for each polling station, elec- 
toral district and province for all candidates in 
the 1988 general election — pursuant to Sub- 
section 58(9) of the Canada Elections Act. These 
data were used to print the hand copy report. 


on NA/OGS 1871 
Indexing Project 


Since 1982, the National Archives (NA) and 
the Ontario Genealogical Society (OGS) have 
been cooperating in a joint effort to com- 
puterize an extensive run of data from the 1871 
census returns for the province of Ontario. The 
aim of the project is to generate a series of 
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products that will be of interest to academics 
and genealogists. 

Although accounts of the project have been 
summarized in various publications since its 
inception, the NA/OGS Census Indexing 
Project had its genesis during a visit to Salt 
Lake City where Bruce Elliott (Department of 
History, Carleton University) used computer 
indexes to the American decennial census 
records for 1790 to 1850 to discover the 
whereabouts of Irish migrants who had gone 
to the United States. While doing this work, it 
became apparent that similar automated in- 
dexes would be advantageous for accessing 
Canadian census records. 

Subsequently, Elliott and Lorena Storey 
(Officer, OGS London Branch) drew up a 
proposal to index the 1871 census of Ontario. 
The proposal was presented to the chairs of the 
25 branches of the OGS in February 1982 as a 
project to commemorate the organization’s 
25th anniversary in 1986. It was recommended 
that each branch appoint a coordinator to 
secure volunteers to transcribe names in its 
own geographic area, that data be put on com- 
puter, and that a series of county-wide indexes 
be printed ina standard format and sold by the 
branches. 

The 1871 census was selected for a variety 
of reasons. The primary one was that most of 
the indexing activity previously done at the 
local level involved the 1852 and 1861 census 
returns. Hence, a province-wide project to 
index the 1871 census presented less threat of 
duplication than would have been the case 
had an earlier year been selected. The 1871 
returns appeared to be the most complete, and 
probably the most legible of the Canadian cen- 
suses. The 1871 census also antedated the mas- 
sive movement of Ontario population to the 
prairie west. Finally, at the time the project was 
initiated, the 1881 returns had only recently 
been opened to public access and were still 
subject to some restrictions. The microfilms for 
the 1881 census were not widely available and 
the 1891 census had not yet been released for 
research purposes. The project was approved 
in principle by the OGS Council on February 
13-1982, 

To obtain assistance for computerization of 
the data the NA was approached. The NA 
became interested in the project because a 
detailed finding aid/index would assist re- 
searchers in their attempts to access the 
manuscript census records retained by the 
department. Moreover, it was felt that making 
the detailed index machine readable would 
provide additional benefits to the NA. As a 
consequence, in the spring of 1983 the NA 
decided to become a participant. It was agreed 
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that OGS volunteers would extract various 
data from schedules one and two. Each head 
of household was extracted from schedule 
one, as well as every person with a last name 
differing from that of the head. The latter in- 
dividuals were defined as strays. All people 
were extracted from schedule two (deaths 
within the year). 

A names data base has been developed in 
order to produce the indexes. It was decided 
that the indexes would include the following 
information from schedule one for each 
household head or stray: last, first and second 
names; sex; age; birthplace; religious affilia- 
tion; ethnic origin; occupation; district, sub- 
district and division information; and, the 
original census page number. Similar informa- 
tion has been collected for people recorded in 
the death schedules. The indexes are arranged 
by counties. In total, the NA/OGS names data 
base contains information for approximately 
450,000 individuals. 

A series of master files have been created 
and organized into districts so it is not neces- 
sary to sort all 450,000 records whenever one 
is interested in modifying the data for a 
specific individual. Two master file versions of 
the data base are extant. Version one consists 
of a series of flat files. The information in these 
files is encoded in EBCDIC (Extended Binary 
Coded Decimal Interchange Code), and some 
districts have been down-loaded into ASCII 
(American Standards Code for Information In- 
terchange) code so the data can be used on 
micro-computers. Version two consists of a 
series of SAS data sets. The SAS data sets have 
been created exclusively for correcting input 
errors. 

Information input to the master files has 
been verified twice, and each time by a dif- 
ferent individual(s). After the second round of 
corrections are input, camera-ready alphabetic 
printouts are produced for the 30-volume 
series of regional indexes being published by 
the OGS. When the OGS and NA originally 
agreed to create the indexes in their present 
format, the cost of printing thecounty volumes 
increased beyond the financial capacity of 
most branches. As a consequence, the county 
indexes have become publications of the 
parent society. In total, 30 volumes are 
projected. Presently, 23 of them have been 
completed. 

Small adjacent counties have been in- 
tegrated into single indexes so that volumes 
average 15,000 entries. The Society has at- 
tempted to publish volumes from various 
parts of the province in any given year. Five 
hundred copies of each book have been 
produced, enough to ensure a three or four 
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year stock. Several of the early volumes are 
now out-of-print, and consideration is being 
given to reprinting these. 

The creation of the NA/OGS data base, 
although limited in length and scope, provides 
a unique opportunity to access information on 
approximately 450,000 individuals in the 1871 
census for Ontario. With the aid of this re- 
search tool, historians, demographers, geog- 
raphers, sociologists and economists can now 
pursue a wide variety of studies based on the 
information provided in these files. It allows 
basic biographical information to be un- 
covered quickly, even if the place of residence 
of the subject is not known with certainty. The 
book version will be of great value to 
genealogical beginners who often do not know 
precisely where their ancestors lived. It will 
also benefit descendants of Ontario families 
living in the west or the United States, many 
of whom are not aware of the former place of 
residence of their ancestors in Ontario. The 
index should also prove useful to genealogists 
living in Europe who are attempting to trace 
elusive families who may have emigrated to 
Canada during the nineteenth century. In ad- 
dition, because the index provides access to the 
occurrence of every surname in the province 
in 1871, it will prove to be an unparalleled 
source for Ontario one-name studies. Once the 
comprehensive provincial listing is available, 
it will be possible to identify all families of a 
given surname in the province, and to move 
from this starting point to determine whether 
certain individuals share a common ancestry. 
Such patterns may even prove suggestive of 


possible places of origin within Ontario of 
families who left before 1871. For the first time 
social scientists interested in internal migra- 
tion will be able to trace the later whereabouts 
of residents who left specific communities in 
the 1850s and 1860s. 

The machine-readable records created as a 
result of the project can also be used for secon- 
dary research. Depending on the nature and 
scope of the study, the files can serve either as 
a finding aid, or a research tool. They can 
provide the basis for a wide variety of studies 
through sampling or the identification of key 
variables. For instance, the data can be used to 
study general questions associated with eth- 
nicity, occupation, migration and religion. In 
fact, the NA is beginning to receive an increas- 
ing volume of inquiries about the possible use 
of the data. This activity is occurring even 
without advertising the fact that the develop- 
ment of the data base is nearing completion, 
and that the data are available. 

While the data base offers clear advantages 
for research purposes, users will confront 
some problems. The largest constraint on the 
use of the records for secondary research is 
dictated by the criteria used to create the data 
base. However, this is a problem associated 
with the use of all "project-oriented" data bases 
when attempting to use them for cther types 
of research. 


David L. Brown 
Cartographic and Audio-Visual 
Archives Division 
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Research Program on Historical Demog- 
raphy at the University of Montreal 

The research program on historical demog- 
raphy (PRDH) at the University of Montreal 
recently sent the Manuscript Division an up- 
date of and addition to the raw computerized 
data on marital status and nominal censuses in 
old Quebec. The data to date includes all offi- 
cial documents from 1629 to 1765 and all mar- 
riage licences from 1766 to 1799. The PRDH 
made its first transfer of data in 1986, to the 
former Machine Readable Archives Division 
of the National Archives of Canada (NA). 

In January 1990, the NA and the University 
concluded an agreement making this transfer 
of raw data official. The agreement also 
created a pilot project providing access to the 
structured data base, through the University’s 
Informatics Services, to NA employees, in par- 
ticular its specialists in genealogy who use it 
to respond to written requests from re- 
searchers. The NA hopes that researchers will 
soon have direct access to the data base. 

The file will be updated by the PRDH as 
genealogists make new discoveries and new 
marriage certificates and censuses are studied. 
The research program on historical demog- 
raphy is in large part. funded by the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council. 


Andrée Lavoie 
Manuscript Division 


Anyone wishing information about the Bulletin may 


write to: National Archives of Canada, Harold 
Naugler, Director, Manuscript Division, 395 Wel- 
lington Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0N3, or phone 
(613) 996-8498. 
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